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PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT

This policy was developed jointly with, and agreed upon and distributed to, parents and family
members of District students. All parents of District students shall be notified of this policy in an
understandable and uniform format, and, to the extent practicable, provided in a language the
parents can understand. This policy shall be provided to the local community and updated
periodically to meet the changing needs of parents and the District.

The Board of Education desires for meaningful parent and family involvement in the educational
process for District students. To achieve that objective, the Board will:

1. Involve parents and family members in jointly developing the District’s “local educational
agency plan” under 20 U.S.C. §6312, and the development of support and improvement
plans under 20 U.S.C. §6311(d)(1) and (2). The Board will do this by holding communlty
work in conjunction with the District’s Parent/Teacher Organization.

2. Provide the coordination, technical assistance, and other support necessary to assist and
build the capacity of all of the District’s schools in planning and implementing effective
parent and family involvement activities to improve student academic achievement and
school performance, which may include meaningful consultation with employers, business
leaders, and philanthropic organizations, or individuals with expertise in effectively
engaging parents and family members in education. The Board will do this through
Business Advisory Council engagement and holding quarterly community engagement
events.

3. Coordinate and integrate parent and family engagement strategies, to the extent feasible and
appropriate, with other relevant Federal, State, and local laws and programs. The Board
will do this by engagement with the Huron County Board of Developmental Disabilities
and the Huron County Department of Job and Family Services.

4. Conduct, with the meaningful involvement of parents and family members, an annual
evaluation of the content and effectiveness of this policy in improving the academic quality
of all District schools, including identifying: (i) barriers to greater participation by parents
in authorized activities (with particular attention to parents who are economically
disadvantaged, are disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are
of any racial or ethnic minority background); (ii) the needs of parents and family members
to assist with the learning of their children, including engaging with school personnel and
teachers; and (iii) strategies to support successful school and family interactions. The
Board will do this by conducting parent surveys in conjunction with the District’s
Parent/Teacher Organization.




New London Local School District

Board of Education 9.42
Policy Manual page 2
Chapter IX — Miscellaneous

Use the findings of such evaluation in paragraph (4), above, to design evidence-based
strategies for more effective parental involvement, and to revise, if necessary, the parent
and family engagement policies described in this section. The Board will do this by
reviewing the findings of the survey and implementing revisions as necessary.

Involve parents in the activities of the schools of the District, which may include
establishing a parent advisory board comprised of a sufficient number and representative
group of parents or family members served by the local educational agency to adequately
represent the needs of the population served by such agency for the purposes of developing,
revising, and reviewing the parent and family engagement policy. The Board will do this
through outreach by the District’s Parent/Teacher Organization.

Policy Involvement

To facilitate the involvement of parents and families under this policy, the District shall:

1.

Convene an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to which all parents of District students
shall be invited and encouraged to attend, to inform parents of the District’s obligations
under 20 U.S.C. §6318, and to explain the requirements of that statute and the right of the
parents to be involved. The District will do this by holding an annual open house prior to
the start of each school year.

Offer a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening, and may
provide, with funds provided under this part, transportation, child care, or home visits, as
such services relate to parental involvement. The District will do this by posting video
presentations on the District’s website and holding parent information meetings during the
school day once school starts.

Involve parents, in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning, review, and
improvement of programs under this policy, including the planning, review, and
improvement of this policy and the joint development of the schoolwide program plan
under 20 U.S.C. §6314(b). The District will do this by placing a time for discussion of this
issue on the monthly Parent/Teacher Organization meeting agenda and reviewing the
programs during the public participation portion of the meetings.

Provide parents of participating children: (a) timely information about programs under this
policy; (b) a description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of
academic assessment used to measure student progress, and the achievement levels of the
challenging State academic standards; and (c) if requested by parents, opportunities for
regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions
relating to the education of their children, and respond to any such suggestions as soon as
practicably possible. The District will do this by holding periodic ‘parent-teacher
conferences, sending individualized letters to families, and sending nine-week student
progress reports.
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5. If the schoolwide program plan under 20 U.S.C. §6314(b) is not satisfactory to the parents
of students, the school will submit any parent comments on the plan when the school makes
the plan available to the Board. The District will do this by encouraging parents to submit
comments to the Superintendent to be addressed at monthly Board meetings and/or
encouraging parental attendance at monthly Board meetings.

School-Parent Compact

The Board desires for parents, the entire school staff, and students to share the respoﬁsibility for
improved student academic achievement. The means by which the District and parents will build
and develop a partnership to help students achieve the State’s high standards are as follows:

1. Describe the District’s responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a
supportive and effective learning environment that enables its students to meet the
challenging State academic standards, and the ways in which each parent will be
responsible for supporting their children’s learning; volunteering in their child’s classroom;
and participating, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children and
positive use of extracurricular time:

Within the next seven years, all New London Local School students will
demonstrate that they have achieved a high level of understanding in all
subject areas. Our schools will provide a safe, comfortable, positive
environment that promotes individual and group learning styles and
experiences.

The mission of the New London Schools is to work with and unite
community resources to provide continuously improving academic,
extracurricular, and work related programs designed so that all students
can achieve a successful level of performance.

2. Address the importance of communication between teachers and parents on an ongoing
basis through, at a minimum: (a) parent-teacher conferences in elementary schools, at least
annually, during which the compact shall be discussed as the compact relates to the
individual child’s achievement; (b) frequent reports to parents on their children’s progress;
(c) reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child’s
class, and observation of classroom activities; and (d) ensuring regular two-way,
meaningful communication between family members and school staff, and, to the extent
practicable, in a language that family members can understand. This will be accomplished
by report cards mailed home; providing staff directory information; establishing parent-
teacher conference dates on the school calendar, and posting electronic on-line grade books
with parent access.
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Building Capacity for Involvement

To ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the District, parents,
and the community to improve student academic achievement, the District:

1.

Shall provide assistance to parents of District students, as appropriate, in understanding
such topics as the challenging State academic standards, State and local academic
assessments, the requirements of 20 U.S.C. §6318, and how to monitor a child’s progress
and work with educators to improve the achievement of their children. The District will do
this by providing open-door drop-in hours for parents and a “Questions Corner.”

Shall provide materials and training to help parents work with their children to improve
their children’s achievement, such as literacy training and using technology (including
education about the harms of copyright piracy), as appropriate, to foster parental
involvement. The District will do this by hosting annual academic nights and open house,
as well as a dedicated space on the District website for materials and training opportunities.

Shall educate teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals, and other
school leaders, and other staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value and utility of
contributions of parents, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with
parents as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent programs, and build ties
between parents and the school. The District will do this by creating a module within the
District’s online staff P.D. platform for yearly review and completion.

Shall, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parent involvement
programs and activities with other Federal, State, and local programs, including public
preschool programs, and conduct other activities, such as parent resource centers, that
encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the education of their children.
The District will do this by encouraging collaboration with state and local governmental
agencies to hold community forums.

Shall ensure that information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other
activities is sent to the parents of participating children in a format and, to the extent
practicable, in a language the parents can understand. The District will do this by providing
District documents in various languages to meet the needs of the community.

Shall provide such other reasonable support for parental involvement activities under this
policy as parents may request. The District will do this by meeting reasonable parental
requests.
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Accessibility

In carrying out the requirements of this policy and 20 U.S.C. §6318, the District, to the extent
practicable, shall provide opportunities for the informed participation of parents and family
members (including parents and family members who have limited English proficiency, parents
and family members with disabilities, and parents and family members of migratory children),
including providing information and school reports required under 20 U.S.C. §6311, in a format
and, to the extent practicable, in a language such parents will understand.

LEGAL REF.: 20 U.S.C. §6318

Adopted: May 21,2018




